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Message from the Coordinator

The Good, the Badand the Ugly

At the General Conference of the CME Church every four years, a

theme for the next four is adopted as our guiding star. The theme

adopted for the Quadrennial for 2014 - 2018, "The Investment Fac

tor: Growing Disciples and Planting Churches. " In looking back at

past quadrennial themes, I became curious as to what our perform

ance was on each. One in particular that caught my eye was the

theme from 2006 - 2010, "From Good to Great: The Jesus Chal

lenge. "Just how did we conclude if we made any progress of going

"From Good to Great?" How did we measure to know if we made

any progress? What did we measure? Who did we focus on? How did

we define what made us good and what were the goals to make us

great?

(Continuedon fxige1)

Changing Our Great Zion

All organizations have rules and regulations
and, if they have been around for any length
of time, they have traditions. That's just part
of being an organization. However, an or
ganization does not allow just anyone to
change their rules or disregard their tradi
tions!

I've found that our Zion is unique in that it
has allowed preachers to come into our
churches and ignore our traditions and to

tally change our rules because it's not the
way they did "it" in the church they came
from! They complain about our rules, but
neglect to use the system we have in place
to make changes to our CME rules. To ap
propriately make changes they must follow
that system!

Congregations who knowingly follow lead
ers breaking the rules are just as wrong as

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued fmm page I)

Implication was that men were going to have to play an important role. So much so that the

formation of a new department (Ministry to Men) with a focus on the exclusive needs of men

was spearheaded and voted in. Our annual retreats reached a new plateau in attendance. At

the convocation, the purpose and direction of the new department were conducted.

During the past few years, I have read a lot of books on men in general, but Black men in par

ticular and how society views their behavior as related to the church. This led me to compare it

to a movie I once saw.

In the late 1960's and early 1970's, there was a trilogy of Italian Western movies that hit the

big screen. The most popular of the three movies featured three characters. One of the three

characters played by Clint Eastwood; he went around doing good deeds and saving people,

communities, etc. from evil. The second character played by an unsavory character by the

name of Lee Van Cleef; he went around terrorizing towns, women and children. He stole

robbed and killed people. Then you had the third character played by Eli Wallick; this charac

ter was somewhere in between. He was a little rough around the edges, so to speak. The name

of that movie, 'T/?e Good the Bad, and the Ugly. "The plot of the movie had the good (Clint

Eastwood) spending a good portion of his time saving the ugly (Eli Wallick) from the bad (Lee

Van Cleef) or from himself. The point of the movie to me says that the bad you can't reform,

but there is plenty of work that can be done with the ugly In terms of reformation.

Now this brings me to one of those books I read. It's a title, "Black Father's in America. "The

book states that there are three (3) population classes of African American Fathers;

1.) The first class are those actively engaged in their children's lives, their communities, their

families and their church.

A) However these men are invisible people. No one talks about these men. They don't

make the six o'clock new.

B)rm going to call this group "the good". We need to find a new medium to stress and

uplift this group. This group is all around us, un-noticed and un-appreciated.

(Continuedon pa^ 3)
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2.) The next group of males is those who

make babies and disappear. (They are

sperm donors.) They try to beat society

in a number of ways. They sell drugs to

our kids, they rob people, they gang

bang and kill each other and they de

grade our women.

A.) They get a lot of play in the news

media. They are all over the 6:00

o'clock news, the 10:00 o'clock and

the 11:00 o'clock news.

B.) They fail and enjoy their failure and

are influencing other young men.

C.) Now I know how hard it is for a

brother to win an Oscar. But 1 was

appalled one year at the record or

song of the year award; the group 3-

6 Mafia; the song, "/t's Hard Out

Here for a Pimp. "What kind of mes

sage does that send to our young

people? 1 submit to you that it is not

nearly as hard out there for a pimp

as it should be!

D.) We contribute to this behavior be

cause we love hearing gun shots on

the radio or television but you know

what, we hate hearing them at a

party.

E.) This group thinks that the dummying

down of our boys is cool. They think

it's cool to be dumb. They think they

are rebelling against society and

"The Man."
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F.) They foster the Black on Black preju

dice and crime atmosphere. I call this

group "The Bad."

3.) The third group Is what Is termed the

social fathers.

A.) It Is made of extended family, stepfa

thers, uncle, cousins, etc.

B.) No one talks about this group either.

C.) We need to talk about this group

more because they play a major role

in our communities.

D.) 1call this group, "The Ugly."

Listen to this story of a reformed ugly. This

young man got busted for selling dope.

When he was arrested, he had $60,000.00

on him. He spent eight (8) years In prison.

When he got out and straightens out his life

he tells this story. He calculated the cost of

him selling dope. After he factored in the

time he was locked up, the lawyer fees and

other charges, he discovered that for the

eight years he spent In prison that

$60,000.00 came out to be 27 cents an

hour. He worked eight years for 27 cents an

hour. That story needs to be told over and

over.

So where should we focus our effort:

1.) The Good Is probably going to be ok.

We just need to encourage and pump

them up and keep them from becoming

(Continuedon page 4)
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(Continued frompage 3)

invisible.

2.) The Bad, there is no hope for them. We need to isolate them.

3.) The Ugly is where we must concentrate our efforts. If we are going to go from good to

great, this area is a gold mine.

The perception of the CME Church is that it concentrates on the middle class and up. "The

Good" if you will. While the Muslims concentrate on the misfortunate, the misunderstood, the

down trodden. It is the only religion increasing in male population. They focus on the ugly.

This brings me to our new focus in the CME Church (men) and that theme "Good to Great,

the Jesus Challenge."

To go from good to great, we must first be sure that we are good, and at what?. Have you

ever looked up the word good in the dictionary? The list of definitions are enormous. When

we use the word good it is usually associated with one of the five senses: i.e.. It looks good; It

smells good; it taste good; It sounds good; or it feels good. We also use good to describe a

performance or an attribute.

So what attribute does the CME Church have that makes it good? What do we offer that

makes us good? Is it our methods, is it our preaching, is it our singing, is it our service? What

makes us good? I submit we must define our good if we want to get to great. We must do

what we are good at better than anyone else. We must face the brutal facts of our church. We

must get the right people on the bus. We must get the right people in the right seats on the bus

then we can start our journey from "Good to Great."

I was in Beckville, TX (my home town) visiting my mom one year. Now you have got to real

ize that the population of Beckville is 700 plus. I went to church with my mom on Sunday. No

one asked me to stand up and introduce myself. When the pastor got up, he acknowledged

that he recognized a visitor. Then he said something that really got my attention. He said I

know he is a CME because I see his pin. I was wearing my Proud to be CME pin on my lapel.
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Now I thought that pin. Bishop Williamson's vision, just might serve as a signature identifier

for the CME Church, a symbol of our good.

"The Jesus Challenge." What Is a challenge? Back home where I came from (that would be

Beckville), we called it a dare. If the challenge got really serious, we called it a double dog

dare. What did Jesus dare us to do? Well what are some of Jesus' challenges?

1.) He told us to seek ye first the kingdom of God.

2.) He told us to love one another. Now we know how difficult that can be sometimes.

3.) He told us to love the Lord, thy God with all thy heart, soul, mind and strength and love

thy neighbor as thy self.

4.) He challenged us to follow Him and he would make us fishers of men.

5.) He challenged us to have faith the size of a mustard seed and we could move mountains.

6.) He challenged us to forgiveness.

7.) He challenged us to keep His commandments.

8.) He challenged us to do greater works than He.

9.) He challenged us to go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of

the Father, the son and the holy ghost.

10.) He challenged us to love our enemies, do good to them and the rewards from heaven

will be great.

11.) He challenged us to give and it shall be given to you good measure.

12.) He challenged us to always pray.

13.) He challenged us to accept everlasting life (John 3:16).

14.) He challenged us to ask anything in His name that He will do it,

15:. And God challenged us. If my people who are called by my name (that us Christians, ya'll

not the sinner in the street) If my people shall humble themselves and pray, seek my face,

turn from their wicked ways. Then will I heat from heaven and will heal their land.

So how do we get from "Good to great with the Jesus Challenge?"

1.) We must cultivate good to great leaders; leaders that only care about the church and not

their own selfish Interests.

2.) Concentrate on making disciples as opposed to members in our churches. Don't be ob

sessed with numbers but quality over quantity.

3.) We must reach out to the ugly in our society. Just as Jesus reached out to the ugly.

A.) Zackias (you know the tax collector): He would have been labeled as an ugly.
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B.) The women at the well would have been labeled as an ugly.

C.) Jonah would have been considered as ugly.

D.) King David: most certainly would have been described as an ugly,

E.) Peter may have been an ugly.

F.) Paul the great disciple we all love to quote, at one time was an ugly.

The Jesus challenge rescued all these people. So we must do the same thing with the ugly In

our society: especially our Black males. We must reach out to them, engage them. The results

just might take us from good to great.

Maybe an Ugly

Following Is a letter received from a young man in prison. He had reached out to a couple of

churches in Long Beach. Bethel CME Benevolent Committee responded to His request. Read

what he said:

Dear Rev. James Tillman:

This afternoon / came back to my cell from the furniture factory where / am employed

to find your letter and included postage stamps. Your letter could not have come at a

more perfect time, i have finished, as of last night, 37 letters of retribution (2 of them

quite long winded and heavy, so, 2 stamps on those). 39stamps needed as ofiast night.

Now 40, as my mother taught her kids right. That all gifts require a written "thank

you. " There wiUbe more to send but this is a HUGE weight Ufted. I don ? know ifi wiii

ever hear from those peopie Eve been writing, but I feel better knowing i made an ef

fort to do what is right, especially in Cod's eyes. I guess time will tell.

This letter and small card with poppies and rose petals are my small way ofexpressing

my most sincere gesture ofgratitude. THANK YOUi Because of you, everything fve

written thus far was mailed with this letter. Tm sure the mail collection person, and /,

will be best friends - tomorrow.

Praying for peace andJoy in your lives and hope you feei Cod's love in your heart...as

ido!

Robert N. Raymond
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Christmas: History & Traditions (History and A&E Networks)
Christmas History

Christmas Is both a sacred, religious holiday
and worldwide cultural and commercial

phenomenon. For two millenia, people
around the world have been observing it
with traditions and practices that are both
religious and secular in nature. Christians
celebrate Christmas Day as the anniversary
of the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, a spiritual
leader whose teachings from the basis of
their religion. Popular customs include
exchanging gifts, decorating Christmas tress,
attending church, sharing meals with the
family.

As Americans began to embrace Christmas as
a perfect family holiday, old customs were
unearthed. People looked toward recent
immigrants and Catholic and Episcopalian
churches to see how the day should be
celebrated. In the next 100 years, Americans
built a Christmas tradition all their own that

included pieces of many other customs
including decorating tree, sending Christmas
cards, and gift giving. Although most families
quickly bought into the idea that they were
celebrating Christmas how it had been done
for centuries. Americans had really invented
a holiday to fill the cultural need of a
growing nation.

Christmas Facts:

- Christmas was declared a holiday in the
united States on June 26,1870
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- Each year, 30-35 million real Christmas
trees are sold in the United States alone.

- There are 21,000 Christmas tree growers
in the United State and trees usually grow
for about 15 years before they are cut
and sold.

- The first eggnog made in the United
States was consumed in Captain John
Smith's 1607 Jamestown settlement.

- Today, in Greek and Russian orthodox
churches, Christmas is celebrated 13 days
after the 25'^, which is also referred to as
"Epiphany or Three Kings Day." This is
the day it is believed that the Three Wise
Men finally found Jesus in the manager.

- Poinsettia plants are named after Joel R.
Poinsett, an American minister to Mexico
who brought the red and green plant
from Mexico to American in 1828.

- The Salvation Army has been sending
Santa Claus clad donation collectors into

the streets since the 1890's.

- Rudolph, "The Most Famous Reindeer of
All" was the product of Robert L. May's
imagination in 1939. The copywriter
wrote a poem about the reindeer to help
lure customers into the Montgomery
Ward department store.

- Construction workers started the

Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree

tradition in 1931.

NOTE: What does Christmas mean to you
and how do you celebrate it?
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Changing Our Great Zion

(ConHnued from page I)

the one that is giving the orders. Nowhere in
our rules does it say that we are to adopt or
follow rules and traditions outside of the

lawful orders of our Discipline.

Example 1: Page 68 of the 2014 Discipline
says we are to use the Order of Worship in
'The CME Hymnal." These books with their
historical hymns and their meaningful words
should be an integral part of the Worship
experience, and yet 1 visited a CME church
where a pastor chose not to use the hymnals,
placing them in storage instead. The next
pastor left the hymnals in storage because
that's what he inherited.

Example 2: While the Benediction shall be
pronounced with the congregation seated as
referenced on page 81 of the Discipline. I've
seen many congregations stand for the Bene
diction.

Do the above examples reflect a paradigm
shift for our Zion without going through the
"Resolution" process that is deemed neces
sary? These days our CME doctrine is easily
changed at the local level with "new ideas."
As pastors from other denominations are ac
cepted into the CME Church, they appear to
bring with them those rules and traditions
they are accustomed to.

Does it make a difference? While the Disci

pline is our guide, behind the Bible, its pur
pose is to maintain a consistency throughout
the connection. Do we sit or stand for Prayer
and the Benediction? Our tradition and scrip
ture bear witness to sitting or kneeling at
these times. Many of our Pastors and some
of our Bishops no longer find it necessary.
Sad to say, even the laity who knows what
our procedures are, do not feel comfortable
questioning the changes to their Order of
Worship.

During Old Testament Biblical times God
had rules for His temple and there were dire
consequences for breaking them, (even
death)! During the beginning of the Church
(New Testament) rules and traditions were
developed, (Remember the Sanhedrin Coun
cil and Stephen's stoning?) We've come a
long way. We have rules and tradition but
absolutely no consequences for ignoring
them. Since there is a promise/commitment
made when Minister are ordained and again
when Pastors are accepted into full connec
tion, shouldn't they be required to follow
this CME pledge? It doesn't appear that it's
given another thought. What's happened to
the respect for our great Zion? How do we
get back on track?

Rev. Napoleon Goshay
Retired CMEMinister

Fire Insurance (Is this true?)

For some reason people think Lawyers are sometimes too smart for their own good. This took
place in Charlotte, North Carolina:

A lawyer purchased a box of 24 very rare and expensive cigars, and then insured them against,
(Continuedon page 10)
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Told You So!

It appears scientists have finally come to the
conclusion what we Christian have known

for a long time, that what is recorded in the
Bible is indeed true. Read the revelation

below:

How long can people live? New study
suggests there's a limit. (The Associated Press
10/6/16)

What The Scientist Say:
Just how long can people live? New
research suggests there may be a limit to
our life span, one thafs hard to extend
without some sort of breakthrough that
fixes all age-related problems.

The record for the world's oldest person
is 122 years and the odds of shattering
that are slim, according to an analysis
published Wednesday in the Journal
Nature.

"It seems extremely difficult, if not
impossible, to break through that ceiling
due to the complexity of the aging
process," one of the researchers, Jan
Vijg, Geneticist at the Albert Einstein
College of Medicine In New York, said
in an email.

Life expectancies in many countries have
risen dramatically because of
improvements in medical care and
sanitation in the last century. The

Volume 4, Issue 4

maximum age of death has also
increased; leading some to believe that
there's no boundary to how long
people can live.

Now read what God said:

Genesis 6:3 NLT (New Living
Translation) - The Lord said my spirit
will not put up with humans for such a
long time for they are only flesh. In the
future, their normal lifespan will be no
more than 120 years.

Deuteronomy 34:4-7 NLT
'^Then the Lord said to Moses, "This is

the land I promised on oath to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob when I said,
'1 will give it to your descendants.' 1
have now allowed you to see it with
your own eyes, but you will not enter
the land."

^So Moses, the servant of the Lord, died
there in the land of Moab, just as the
Lord had said.

^The Lord buried him[b] in a valley near
Beth-Peor in Moab, but to this day no
one knows the exact place.
^Moses was 120 years old when he died,
yet his eyesight was clear, and he was as
strong as ever.

The MTM Eagle can now be viewed and read online! Just go
to Bethel CME Church's website at www.bethelcmelb.org.

Thanks to Bethel's pastor. Rev. James L Tillman.
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Fire Insurance (Is this true?)

(Continued fhm page 8)

among other things, fire. Within a month,
after having smoked his entire stockpile of
these great cigars, the lawyer filed a claim
with the insurance company.

in his claim, the lawyer stated the cigars were
lost *in a series of small fires.

The insurance company refused to pay, citing
the obvious reason, that the man had con

sumed the cigars in the normal fashion.

The lawyer sued - and WONI (Stay with
me.) Delivering the ruling, the Judge agreed
with the insurance company that the claim
was frivolous. The judge stated nevertheless,
that the lawyer held a policy from the com
pany, in which it had warranted that the ci
gars were insurable and also guaranteed that
it would insure them against fire, and other
loss without defining what is considered to
be unacceptable 'fire' and was obligated to

Did you Know?

There are more Irish in New York City than
in Dublin, Ireland; more Italians in New

York City than in Rome, Italy: and more
Jews in New York City than in Tel Aviv,
Israel.

The US Interstate System requires that one-
mile in every five must be straight. These
straight sections are usable as airstrips in
times of war or other emergencies.

Antarctica is the only land on our planet
that is not owned by any country. Ninety
percent of the world's ice covers Antarctica.
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pay the claim.

Rather than endure lengthy and costly ap
peal process, the insurance company ac
cepted the ruling and paid $15,000 to the
lawyer for his loss of the cigars that perished
in the 'fires'.

NOW FOR THE BEST PART...

After the lawyer cashed the check, the insur
ance company had him arrested on 24
counts of ARSON!!! With his own insurance

claim and testimony from the previous case
being used against him, the lawyer was con
victed of intentionally setting fire to his in
sured property and was sentenced to 24
months in jail and a $24,000 fine for arson.

This story won First Place in 2014's Criminal
Lawyers Award Contest.

ONLY IN AMERICA.

This ice also represents seventy % of all the
fresh water in the world. As strange as it
sounds, however, Antarctica is essentially a
desert. The average yearly total
precipitation is about two inches. Although
covered with Ice (all but 0.4% of it, i.e.),
Antarctica is the driest place on the planet,
with an absolute humidity lower than the
Gobi desert.

The Amazon rainforest produces more than
20% the world's oxygen supply. The
Amazon River pushes so much water into

(Continued on page 11)



Did you Know?

('Continued frompage 10)

the Atlantic Ocean that, more than one
hundred miles at sea off the mouth of the

river, one can dip fresh water out of the
ocean. The volume of water in the Amazon

River is greater than the next eight largest
rivers in the world combined and three times

the flow of all rivers in the United States

Brazil got its name from the nut, not the
other way around.

Next to Warsaw, Chicago has the largest
Polish population in the world.

Woodward Avenue in Detroit, Michigan
carries the designation M-1, so named
because it was the first paved road
anywhere.

Quotes

"If you're lucky, you grow up in a house
where you can learn what kind of person
you should be from your parents, and on
that count I was very lucky"

-Michael Jordan

On this day, I will take five minutes to think
about what kind of role model I am for my
child, and if I need Improvement, 1 pledge to
do better.

-Anonymous

In this world there are only two tragedies.
One is not getting what one wants, and the
other is getting it.

-Oscar Wilde
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Istanbul (AKA Constantinople), Turkey, is the
only city in the world located on two
continents.

There are no natural lakes in Ohio, Every
one is man made.

In the Sahara Desert, there is a town named

Tidikelt, which did not receive a drop of rain
for ten years. Technically though, the driest
place on Earth is in the valleys of the
Antarctic near Ross Island . There has been

no rainfall there for two million years.

The water of Angel Falls (the World's
highest) in Venezuela drops 3,212 feet. It is
15 times higher than Niagara Falls.

Do you Remember?

Gear shifts of cars were on the floor of the

car.

The ignition switches on the dashboard.

Heaters mounted on the inside of the fire

wall.

Real ice boxes.

Pant leg clips for bicycles without chain
guard.

Soldering irons you heat on a gas burner.

Using hand signals for cars without turn
signals.



Older than Dirt Quiz

Count all the ones that you remember not the
ones you were told about. Ratings at the
Bottom.

1. Blackjack chewing gum
2. Wax Coke-shaped bottles with colored

sugar water
3. Candy cigarettes
4. Soda pop machines that dispensed glass

bottles

5. Coffee shops or diners with tableside juke
boxes

6. Home milk delivery in glass bottles with
cardboard stoppers

7. Party lines on the telephone
8. Newsreels before the movie

9. P. F. Flyers
10. Butch wax

n. TV test patterns that came on at night after
the last show and were there until TV

shows started again in the morning. (There
were only three channels [if you were
fortunate])

12. Peashooters

13. Howdy Doody
14. 45 RPM records

15. S&H greenstamps
16. Hi-fi's

17. Metal ice trays with lever
18. Mimeograph paper
19. Blue flashbulb

20. Packards

21. Roller skate keys
22.Cork popguns
23. Drive-ins

24. Studebakers

25. Wash tub wringers

If you remembered 0-5» youVe still young.

If you remembered 6-10, you are getting older.

if you remembered 11-15, don't tell your age.

If you remembered 15-25, you're older than
dirt!
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